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Welcome to the autumn edition of our newsletter. 
 
2018 has been a busy time for us and there is still more to look forward to before the end of the year. We 
are delighted to welcome many new clubs and students under our banner, along with welcoming previous 
WJJF clubs back to the original organisation, at our vast growing number of venues across the world. 
Search our database of official clubs to find one near you. If you would like to be featured in our next 
newsletter, please send your news to dfs.wjjf@gmail.com 

 

Wear your WJJF Badge with pride 

Finally, the EUIPO has made the decision to annul the logo of our impersonators. The WJJF brand and 
logo, in its entirety belongs where it began in Liverpool the Home of Soke Robert Clark. We can wear our 
badge to demonstrate that we are proud to be a member of the WJJF. It is more than a badge, it is a 
symbol of our commitment and devotion of our Federation founded in 1976 by Soke Robert Clark. Our 
Headquarters has always been located at The Clark Centre in Fazakerley, although the WJJF is present 
in many other countries worldwide and is continuing to grow with more countries joining as we speak.  

Once again, we have travelled the World, alongside the UK, in promoting our Federation and also had 
foreign visitors to the International Headquarters for various courses, please find photos and stories 
following. 

 

WJJF HQ  

 
International visitors attended WJJF HQ Liverpool from the Greek Hellas Team. We welcome you and 
your group to the home of Soke Robert Clark and from November 2018 look forward to a positive 
partnership in your country. We admire your courage, honesty and integrity in removing your students 
from the other group and hope to see you all again very soon. 

 

WJJF Italy – PMA & NAMA 9th June 2018 

Grading’s took place on Saturday, Twenty-eight Junior Black belts, Thirty-Two Gold tabs, Eighteen 1st 

Dan & Twelve 2nd-4th Dan’s. It was a very hot non-stop intense day, but also very rewarding, the 

standards set by the Italian students was incredible, not only did they have to learn the techniques but 

understand what was required of them by the examiners who conducted the grading’s in English. It was 

obvious that PMA and NAMA had schooled their students to the highest standards adhering to the 

syllabus and legacy left to us by Soke Clark. 
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All the students are worthy of praise but for the team the outstanding student on the day was Francesco 

Ciro Monetti who took and delivered a flawless 12th Gold Tab Grading. Grading’s finished at 5:45 then 

another fantastic meal in the warm welcoming family atmosphere of the WJJF Italy, they certainly know 

how to entertain and look after their guests. 

 

   
 

Sunday was course day attended by 350 students of all ages and grades, it was well organised and well 

managed by both Kyoshi Guido Nicoli & Kyoshi Andrea Colombini, who were both supported throughout 

the day by their own loyal students, in particular Sensei Catia Freschi who as always looked after the 

bambini as they made another spectacular entrance to the sound track from The Greatest Showman. 

The instructors present were Kan-cho Bob Hart assisted by Sensei Dave Howard, Shihan Brian Truby, 

Shihan Yavor Dyankov, Sensei Mirek Bolociuch and Kyoshi Guido’s dear friend Manuelito Herrera. The 

diversity of teaching on the day made the course enjoyable and fun to be on. But more importantly all the 

students left tired but happy. Course done then it was hospitality Italian style, 2 fabulous restaurants, 2 

fabulous meals in the space of 6 hours, I have to say we certainly put a few pounds on that day! On 

Monday 11th it was time to return to reality, and fly home. Unreservedly we would like to thank NAMA 

and PMA for the hospitality shown to everyone over the weekend. Kyoshi Andrea Colombini and Kyoshi 

Guido Nicoli stick to the principals, traditions and values laid down by Soke Clark, their students benefit 

from their single-minded drive to uphold the true traditions of the WJJF.  

Shihan Brian Truby 

 
 

WJJF Hellas Sensei Nectarius lykiardópoulos Technical Director for Greek Territory 
 
A new perspective has opened for all of us, in our new sailing with the world Ju Jitsu Federation, the 
original Liverpool headquarters, where this wonderful style of modern zhou Jitsu – self - defence, from its 
founder, Soke Robert Clark, in the 70 s- 80. There during my visit along with close partners, about 1 
month ago, I did – as I answered some - the best work out of my life! Such moments we will all share 
from now on, moments of genuine budo, knowledge and opportunities for new friendships! The positive 
perspective for our network is much reinforced by the inclusion of this style in the traditional zhu zïtsou 
department, in the recognised federation by the general secretariat of sport, epheozz, named Goshin 
Jitsu (Self-defence resulting from Zhou Jitsu), Where the style of Soke Robert Clark is essentially 
cultivated. Also strengthened even more with the wonderful racing style of finns – hokutoryu, where the 
new season will enter dynamically in app!  
 
We will be the only representatives of the genuine WJJF in Greece, all that changes are the new 
perspective that is opened, as I described above. Finally, I want to thank Kancho Robert Hart Secretary 



of Liverpool Headquarters, along with Shihan Brian Truby for there training and hospitality  

WJJF Poland - Sept 2018 

Recently I was given the opportunity to travel to Jelana Gora with Kancho Bob Hart, Kyoshi Russ Walsh 
and Sensei Dave Howard, home to the only official representative of the World Ju Jitsu Federation in 
Poland. The purpose of our visit was to support Sensei Mirek and his students in the development and 
teaching of Soke Clark’s syllabus in Poland, and also to attend a seminar promoting the World Ju Jitsu 
Federation. Flying from Liverpool on the Thursday we were greeted at the airport by Sensei Mirek, the 
senior coach in Poland, and his student/ translator Kuba, as well as some unexpected sunshine (which 
unfortunately didn't last for the length of the trip). After driving through the beautiful Polish countryside for 
a couple of hours we arrived in the town of Jelania Gora, which would be our home for the long weekend. 
After a relaxing evening meeting everyone and sampling some Polish cuisine (including the local specialty 
of mushroom soup) we got straight down to business the following day, attending Sensei Mirek’s dojo in 
the town centre and running a class for the children. Normally there would have been an adult session to 
follow, but they were all hard at work laying mats at a local sporting facility for the seminar for the following 
day. The Saturday was all about the seminar, which saw more than 50 students attending from various 
martial arts disciplines, including Ju Jitsu, Aikido and Karate. The seminar itself saw techniques being 
taught by instructors from various martial arts from across Europe. The UK contingent were joined by 
Sensei Denis Vanhess from Belgium and Shihan Yavor Dyankov from Bulgaria representing the World 
Ju Jitsu Federation, as well as instructors from other disciplines, such as Polish Judo Olympian Rafal 
Kubacki. Students were spread across three tatami based on their age and grade, and instructors rotated 
between them on a regular basis to give them a taste of different styles and techniques. Primarily I Uki’d 
for Kancho Bob who taught a number of different techniques, ranging from basic white belt combinations 
to some more complex locks and pins the students were all desperate to learn and it was brilliant to see 
people from across different styles coming together with a shared goal in mind - to improve their own 
ability. Once the teaching had concluded some impressive demonstrations took place, including some 
local Karate practitioners showing off their kicks and strikes, and someone else breaking bricks and 
stones with his hands, which always goes down well with the crowd. Sensei Dave and I were also asked 
(unexpectedly) to do a demonstration of our own which was a little bit daunting considering we hadn’t 
prepared anything prior to the trip! Overall the seminar was a success, running smoothly and with the 
attendees all enjoying themselves and taking plenty from the different sessions. At the end there was 
time for the exchanging of some gifts, signing of Gis and plenty of photographs. 

    
 

On the Sunday we returned to the sports centre for a day of teaching the World Ju Jitsu Federation 
syllabus. Many of the students from the seminar returned for this additional training (for some this was 
the third day in a row they’d been on the mat) and it was pleasing to see their commitment to learning 
Soke Clark’s techniques and making the most of our visit. Once again, we were spread across three 
tatamis, and I was given responsibility for teaching the children their white and yellow belt techniques 
whilst Kancho Bob, Kyoshi Russ, Sensei’s Dave and Denis and Shihan Yavor took the adults through 
some of their syllabus. Despite the obvious language barrier everyone was able to pick up and 
understand the movements, throws and strikes. After the few hours we spent on the mat had a good 
grounding and understanding of these techniques, some of which were entirely new to them. On Monday 
we once again returned to Sensei Mirek’s dojo for one final session. With the children we spent some 
time running through the white and yellow belt techniques again but were keen to give them something 
to remember us by and ended the session with some fun and games which went down well, with lots of 
laughter and smiling faces. For the adult session the focus was very much on the syllabus and making 
sure we’d left them with as much knowledge as we could in the limited time we had. Sensei Dave took 
the lead in this class as everyone listened and watched intently, refreshing some of the techniques we’d 
covered the day previously, whilst also adding in some techniques from the orange belt syllabus. By the 
time we’d finished I felt exhausted but pleased that we’d been able to support our partners in Poland and 
to see how much the students had enjoyed learning the World Ju Jitsu Federation syllabus. After shaking 



hands, adding new Facebook friends and taking a few photos we left the dojo for the final time and 
returned to our hotel for a well-deserved rest before travelling back to the UK the following day. Of course, 
we didn’t spend all of our time in Jelania Gora on the tatami. In between sessions we had time to explore 
the town which was a wonderful mix of traditional buildings (which are very German Bavarian in 
appearance) to more modern shops and malls. Our gracious hosts also took us to a number of nice 
places to eat, including a log cabin up in the mountains and a trendy bar/ burger place. During our visit I 
got to meet lots of interesting people and learn more about how our Federation is run. It was my first trip 
abroad for the World Ju Jitsu Federation and is a trip which I’ll remember fondly for a number of reasons, 
so I’m very grateful to Kancho Bob for the invitation and to everyone over in Poland for making us so 
welcome and being so keen to make the most of our visit and enhance their own ability. I hope to see 
you all again soon at some stage, whether in Poland or here in the UK, at the Clark Centre. But what 
was my absolute highlight? The young lad who managed to do a spot-on impression of Kancho Bob’s 
scouse accent - “Sensei Jack!” 

 

  Sensei Jack Stapleton  
 

WJJF HQ 6/10/18 Black Belt Grading’s 
Students were assessed on their knowledge of the WJJF Syllabus as written by the Technical Board and 
devised by Prof Robert Clark in the form of a demonstration in front of 3 Technical Officers of rank 3rd. Dan 
and above. I am pleased to say they performed to an excellent standard in front of an independent panel 
of judges and successfully achieved their grades. WJJF HQ would like to congratulate all the students 
who passed their grades, you have now achieved a place on our official Black Belt list displayed on our 
website. Thankyou to everyone who came to enjoy this special day, proving again that our students 
provide a bench mark for the Black Belts and coaches of the future. Further awards were made to Neil 
Gordon who was promoted to Technical Officer and Ladies Helen Horrobin and Deb Forster-Sharples to 
Senior Technical Officers. 

 

 
 

WJJF Norwich - Oct 2018 
 
Our little club is in the Evening news newspaper today and online. Celebrating our success and 
achievements from all who took part in the black belt and gold tab grading’s last weekend. Well done to 
all. Keep up the hard work. We have set the standard once again. Celebrating our success at Black belt 
Grading’s. Aimee Earl (9) passed with 100% honours, 2nd student ever to pass at such a high mark. 
Cameron Gill (9) also honours. Lucy palmer (12) black belt gold tab 5. Alfie earl (11) black belt gold tab 
1. Samantha Hawes (Merit) and Lori Palmer (Honours) both senior black belts. 
 
"This is something I cannot explain. It's a dream that a student of mine has passed a black belt with 100% 
pass mark. The 2nd student ever to hit such a standard. I am a passionate Sensei and aim to produce 
and teach students to an exceptional standard. This shows the world what I can do with my team. Yes, I 
held back the tears, I am so proud of this young lady, I only have a small club compared to others, but 
the quality is magnificent." Absolutely fantastic performance, well done Bethany, Carla and Casey on 
achieving your junior Black Belts and with HONOURS, we are all very proud of you. We would also like 
to pass on our congratulations to all who graded today at WJJF well done some great results. 
 

Sensei Brett Lemon 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/events/329577687618300/?acontext=%7B
https://www.facebook.com/events/329577687618300/?acontext=%7B


 
17/9/18 – WJJF USA - Black Belt Day 

 

 

WJJF Italy NAMA – Black Belt Day 

Coaching Courses 

 
In an official WJJF club your instructor will help you to progress through the grades and achieve your 
personal goals, whether it is self-confidence, self-defence, physical fitness etc. All of our club coaches 
are highly experienced in the art of Ju-Jitsu, holding a minimum grade of Shodan (1st degree black belt), 
are DBS (CRB) checked, and first aid qualified. WJJF coaching training courses are geared to developing 
effective, professional coaches. The courses challenge individuals to move beyond technique and 
embody the attitudes and skills essential to effective coaching. The WJJF Junior Leadership award allows 
children to gain a recognised qualification for their Ju-Jitsu skills. It is the first step to becoming a 
professional martial arts coach. The award can also provide a significant advantage in later life. The 
senior course will give you the knowledge, skills and experience to become a good, effective coach.  

 

Club News 
 

24/6/18 – WJJF KARMA. Students from Karma Ju-Jitsu performed their last grading at their temporary 
home based within Samurai Ju-Jitsu academy in Chadderton. Sensei David Powsney and Sensei Oliver 
Bullock were in attendance to watch adults and children perform their grades. Afterwards a small 
presentation was made to Sensei Mark Coope and his wife Rachel to thank them for sharing their dojo, 
whilst the Karma Club found its new home. On the 25th June, Karma moved to their new Dojo at the Old 
Band Club, Dale Street, Shaw. We look forward to their Official opening Day in November 2018.  

Shihan Mike Widdall 

29/6/18 – WJJF HQ said goodbye to two loyal staff members from the WJJF. Jean Hankin has decided 

to take a back seat and retire from the WJJF Counter. Having now five Grandchildren, one of whom had 

already started Ju-Jitsu, she has her hands full. Both Jean and Gary have devoted many hours to the 

WJJF and we all wish them well in their retirement, I am sure they will pop in and see us all from time to 

time. They were showered with gifts, cards and well wishes from parents, club sensei and of course the 

WJJF. Thank you 



7/7/18 – WJJF ITALIA – Summer Camp – Luca Romoli 

 

WJJF Samurai Club  

We could not be prouder of our children from The Clark Centre, Liverpool headquarters. As a centre, we 
took part in a display at Barlows Primary School fun fair, all our warriors were armed with their strong 
skills and were ready to toe dance on the training mat which was baking in the hot sun, but was that going 
to deter them? Absolutely not!! The sun was shining, legs and arms were flying with fabulous kicks and 
punches and all the Sensei`s had a little show too!  

The children trained hard and showcased their great martial art techniques for all family, friends and the 
local community to enjoy. They demonstrated their katas and a few of the amazing attack and defence 
techniques they’ve been taught at The Clark Centre.  

We finished our display on a high note when the kids got their revenge on the Sensei! The determination 
on their faces was proof they are, and will be worthy opponents, and have a great future at the WJJF. So, 
a huge thank you to Sensei Jane, Sensei Nicola, Sensei Shaun and Sensei Keith for their hard work and 

support in the display and the organisation building up to it, but a special thank you must go to the children 
and their families. None of which we do would be possible without them. 

  
 

27/7/18 – WJJF Norwich - Helping to celebrate Norfolk Day WJJF Norwich joined in the fun at a 
traditional community fete at Waterloo Park where they put on an excellent demonstration of throws, locks 
and groundwork followed by weapon katas .There was fun for everyone including bouncy castles, hook-
a-duck, mini waltzers, swing boats, craft stalls, a BBQ, music, a dog show, children's games and activities 
plus lots, lots more! 
 

Sensei Brett Lemon 

 

 
WJJF USA – August 2018 
 
I often get asked – when I’m back in the UK – “what’s it like running a club in the US?” Well, different 
would be an understatement. I often say: The Brits invented red tape, but the Americans perfected it! And 
that pretty much sums it up. Of course, not having originated from the US, some of the ways of doing 
business over here seem strange to say the least. Of course, in the UK things have changed a lot in the 
30 years I’ve been in the ‘colony’ so I’m sure it’s similar now. Starting with junior classes, the first thing I 
noticed over here was how polite the kids are—the first time a junior called me “sir” I thought he was 



taking the mick. But for the most part the kids are very respectful. What’s also somewhat different is the 
fact that kids here have often done a number of martial arts before coming to Ju-Jitsu which they all think 
is Brazilian! (Taekwon-Do and Brazilian Ju-Jitsu are the most popular and well attended forms here.) In 
addition to the juniors thinking this is Brazilian JJ, they also have a shock to find that we (at least my 
clubs) don’t do sparring. Teens and adult classes are exceptional. Everyone here wants to be a black belt 
one day, and most are very competitive, always pushing themselves hard to perfect their techniques. We 
also get a lot of military personnel come through the clubs, including Special Forces, rangers and marines, 
they are very serious and not up for anything that isn’t hard and fast. All in all, I have thoroughly enjoyed 
my time in the US in industry (motorsport), but even more so brining WJJF to the USA. Soon it will be 
time for me to retire and pass on the reins to the younger generation, so if you want a readymade (turnkey) 
martial arts business in the USA, send me an email. We recently did an instructor training course that 
included CPR. We regularly do Self- Defence lesson for ladies. 
 

Sensei John Glimmerveen 
 

   

 

WJJF Italy NAMA New Dojo⛩ Ju Jitsu Centre ⛩ Sept 2018 
 

It is known that from September our courses of Ju Jitsu and personal defence, reserved for children, 
boys, women and adults will move to our new dojo, the Ju Jitsu centre. The Ju Jitsu Centre, our new 
home, is located in viale Europa 68, 100 metres away from the gym with which we have worked for more 
than ten years.  

The Ju Jitsu centre is a centre designed and specialized for personal defence in- degrees. Sunday 9 
September from 18.30 pm there was an official opening offered to all our partners and friends who came 
to visit our new structure. Guests of honour of the event Kan-Cho Robert Hart President of the world ju 
Jitsu federation UK of Liverpool, Kyoshi Guido Nicoli President of WJJF NAMA Italy and Kyoshi Andrea 
Colombini President of WJJF PMA Italy. Oss!  

Sensei Luca Romoli 
 

 

 

 



WJJF Ireland – Sept 2018 
 
A massive congratulations to Sensei Mark Noble 8th Dan from Ju-Jitsu Northern Ireland. Sensei Mark 
was presented a lifetime achievement award by Dame Mary Peters and Lord Mayor of Ards & Down at a 
gala dinner in February of this year. Sensei Mark started ju-jitsu in Northern Ireland and grew it into by 
far the largest martial arts in Ireland, 45 years later, Sensei Mark is still going strong, he is also now the 
chairman of Ju Jitsu NI governing body. Congratulations.  

 
 

 

WJJF Staffs Demo Charity – Sept 2018 
 
As part of ‘Audley turns Purple’ WJJF Staffordshire (Audley Club) put on a display to raise money for 
Cancer Research. A parade walked through Audley Village led by the Town Crier, the Mayor and Scout 
Drummers also The British legion Standard Bearers followed by storm troopers, Spiderman, power 
rangers, shire horses and The Star Bikers. Lessons in Archery in Leddy’s Field and Bell ringing in the 
church tower along with a hog roast and gin nights by the local pubs raised over £7,500.  

 
Sensei Deb Forster-Sharples 
 

 

 

 

WJJF Samurai - Sept 2018 
 
Another good cake eating morning collecting as WJJF HQ joined in raising money for MacMillan Cancer 
Support. The collection box and a guess the cake weight competition ran along with a chance to win £10. 
We await the grand total raised.  

 

Shihan Brian Truby 
 

Updates on previous Fund-Raising 
 

WJJF Congleton – Oct 2018 – Becca Carey 
 
Becca has made good progress since her operation and now Marks & Spencer have chosen her to be a 
model in their new line of clothing specially designed for disabled children. After her surgery she is walking 
around the house with her frame. She has had a huge growth spurt recently that has been problematic 
but she’s having physiotherapy and trains with her dad Tim, Brother Joe & Sister Lottie at WJJF Congleton 



under the instruction of Sensei Deb Forster-Sharples and joins in the class with the other students to help 
with that. Becca’s mum said ‘On holiday she was sat in a chair and I jokingly said that she looked like a 
model, and she replied – I am a model mummy ‘. And so, Becca and her twin sister Lottie signed with 
Zebedee Management last November. A MS spokesperson said ‘So after talking to parents and experts 
we’ve developed an easy dressing range for kid’s that’s fun to wear, plus the designs are the same as 
our standard range so that kids have the choice to wear the same cool clothes as their friends or siblings. 
 

Pam Carey 

     
 

WJJF Norwich – Oct 2018 – Sami Coggins 
 
In Nov 2017 the WJJF raised money for me to go towards getting my powered wheelchair, which I am 
pleased to say should finally be here by the end of 0ct 2018. 
 
I am feeling really positive today had an amazing physio session this morning walking along the parallel 
bars. I would like to say a massive thank you to Brett, Jim, Samantha, Lori, Lucy, Alicia, and everyone 
else who believes in me every step of the way.  
Once I am healthy again I will be back fighting fit. Thank you once again everyone one!!!!!  
 
I have come so far in my recovery these last 17 months. I have started standing up in the shower once a 
week again. I also walked with a walking frame on Friday, first time in 17 months. So, progress is booming 
right now. Recently I had a lovely surprise getting my 5 years’ service with the girl guiding association 
and also receiving my necker for Trefiold. 

 

What does the future hold for the 

WJJF?  

6/10/18 – Management Meeting 

 
As the WJJF is a progressive and forward-thinking martial arts organisation, we meet the ever- changing 
dynamics of the world. We recognize the history and practice of traditional martial arts but have developed 
the style for a modern ever-evolving society. Our aim is to work with you to help you reach your technical 
and spiritual goals. Our Federation is based on the code of the warrior (bushido code) and this is 
something we hold close, promote and actively encourage. Our Management Team is an essential part 
of that as it analyses and identifies the goals & objectives then implements and enforces the strategies 
we need to achieve success. The Management team are held accountable by the company’s board of 
directors who meet regularly to discuss the strategic direction of the Federation. It is made up of 
committed professionals, determined to drive the federation forward in making Ju-Jitsu accessible to all, 
we are all privileged to be part of this Federation with so many great instructors from across the world 
.There are many benefits to be gained from affiliating with a credible, experienced and non-political Ju-
Jitsu organisation and look forward to welcoming many more students in the future. The Dojo at our 
headquarters in Liverpool is fully equipped with all the tools needed to take your skills to the next level. It 

https://www.facebook.com/lucy.palmer.3954?__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&amp;eid=ARCYYBjdt4KUYUW0nUpUZ5wCIdvbJzS8mZgxisZm0jfTD-bgDVAtv_JieAPjCReiQYWZYgOp-NYVLTEv&amp;fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/alicia.hawes.391?__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&amp;eid=ARA7dROGOb5kkWWZx1ssfYQ8v8AhEKOqy48XQuJALQi5whUuHffA58v34DxCR877mgqlbjolmGMZ1rw4&amp;fref=mentions


includes a comprehensive store. Here you can purchase a variety of equipment, uniforms and tools to 
allow you to develop your skills in the dojo. Look out for our new merchandise Dojo shoes and pin badges. 

 
Office opening hours 

Monday 9.00 – 4.30 Tuesday 9.00 – 4.30 Wednesday – 8.30 – 2.30 Thursday – 8.30 – 5.00 

Friday 8.30 – 5.00 during these hours you can call the office on 0151 523 9611 

Email orders, membership applications, grading certificates, request advice. 

Email info.wjjf@gmail.com / Susan.wjjf@gmail.com 

Don’t forget to go to our website www.wjjf.co.uk ,like us on facebook & follow us on twitter to get the 
latest information. 

 
 

 

Official Calendar of Events 

9/11/18 – WJJF Ireland Seminar 

16/3/19 – Black Belt Day at HQ 

17/3/19 – Coaching Course at HQ 

19/4/19 – WJJF Russia Seminar 

3/5/19 – WJJF Italy Seminar 

29/6/19 – WJJF Bulgaria Seminar 
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