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The WJJF family is vast, however the Federation is made up and run by dedicated high-
level instructors who have developed their style directly under the influence of Soke 
Robert Clark. Our international representatives teach their students in accordance to the 
WJJF syllabus and are authorised to carry out gradings and training seminars designed 
to enhance and develop the ability of the students under them. Each country has an 
International Representative who can be found on our website along with their club. The 
WJJF UK CIC is run by a dedicated volunteer board of Directors, we have no dictators, 
only people who want the best for the organisation, all of whom volunteered to take on 
the responsibility in ensuring the future is secure and moves forward in a positive manner. 
The Home of Soke Clark has always had an open-door policy, no matter what has 
happened in the past we are always willing to listen, open to ex-students and visitors 
alike, all wishing to pay their respects to the SOKE that taught so many of us and to 
whom we all owe a huge debt of gratitude.  

 
 
 

Feb 2019 Seven years on and we still miss our 

Founder Soke Robert Clark. He was one of the most 
influential masters of Ju-Jitsu in the last few decades. We 
continue to preserve his legacy with his permanent 
memorial at his spiritual home The Clark Centre, Barlows 
Lane, Fazakerley, Liverpool. With investment in new 
equipment and technology including a wall to wall Tatami, 
an extensive refurbishment of facilities and finally the 
installation of CCTV system making it a modern Dojo 
where our local, regional and International partners can 
come to train. We are proud to call this our Headquarters 
and continue to welcome new and old members who want 
to follow in our founders’ footsteps. This was especially 
poignant during our annual commemoration seminar at 
HQ with special guest Hanshi John Greenhalgh 10th Dan. 
Instructors on the day were Shihan Brian Truby and 
Sensei Simon Jones along with other guest instructors .  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

International News  
 
 

10/11/18 International two-day Ju-Jitsu course, Bangor Ju-Jitsu Club would like to thank everyone who 

attended the course especially all the International Instructors and students who travelled to Ireland to 

share their knowledge and more importantly their friendship and respect for each other. We would also like 

to congratulate all those who passed their gradings and received awards. The two-day course involving 

many local, national and international Ju jitsu clubs, associations and governing bodies coming together in 

friendship to share knowledge with each other. Students from 4 years old and upwards, many different 

styles where taught by instructors from many different countries, with sensei's, masters and professors 

ranked as high as 10th Dan 



Instructors teaching on the course were :  
Prof James Pape 10th Dan England Prof 
Martin Dixon 9th Dan England Prof Paul 
Geoghan 9th Dan England Master Alan 
Campbell 9th Dan Australia Master 
Stefano Mancini 9th Dan Italy Prof Andy 
Manwaring 8th Dan England Prof Sheila 
Dixon 8th Dan England Master Mark 
Noble 8th Dan N I Shihan Brian Truby 
8th Dan England Prof Hans Ingebretsen 
7th Dan USA Master Janice Angotti 7th 
Dan England Master Mark Fitzgerald 7th 
Dan England Master Claire Fitzgerald 
7th Dan England Master Michael Holden 
7th Dan England Master Ian Arbon 7th 
Dan England Master Stephen Black 6th 
Dan N I Master Matt McLachlan 5th Dan 
Scotland Sensei Chris Mather 5th Dan 
England Sensei Darren Doughan 4th 
Dan N I  

 

 

3/11/18 – At the Clark Centre an old adversary ( along with other dedicated students of Soke Clark ) Stefano 

Draghi, a former chairman of the now named WJJF / WJJKO became the latest in a long line of people to leave this 

organisation and revisit the original WJJF and home of Soke Clark. 

 

We would like to welcome our newest members : 
 
 

1/12/18 - Kancho Robert Hart and the Board of Directors of the World Ju-Jitsu Federation UK CIC would to like to 

welcome our new member, Sensei Nektarios Lykiardopoulos (5th Dan) who is our International Representative in 

Greece. We send greetings to you and all your students . 
 
 

15/12/18 – After a very successful course at Dizaj Sports Centre Qatar became a member of the WJJF .  
 

It’s a big honour that Dizaj Sports Centre has signed an agreement to be a loyal 
member of the World Ju Jitsu Federation, the first time this has happened in Qatar.  
Dizaj Sports Centre accepted by WJJF to be the Coordinator for Middle East.  
Thanks to all the Shihan’s (Tanaka, Hart, Dyankov ) and the board of the WJJF. This 
great event happened at The Qatar Police Sports Association. 
Shihan Yavor Dyankov  

 

 

18/11/18 – ITALIAN SEMINAR 
Kyoshi Andrea Colombini of Professional Martial Arts Italy, and Kyoshi Guido 
Nicoli of the National Academy of Martial Arts held a Seminar in Pisa, Italy. The 
W.J.J.F. Headquarters was asked to send a representative and I was privileged 
enough to be invited to attend. I have to admit to being apprehensive as this would 
be the first time I travelled abroad as a representative by myself.  
On arrival at Bologna I stepped out into the Italian sunshine and had to remove a 
number of layers of clothing I was wearing to combat the English winter. I received 
an equally warm welcome from Andrea and Rocco once I had cleared passport 
control.The journey from Bologna to Pisa took just over two hours travelling 
through the mountains in the sunshine with magnificent scenery. During the 
journey I was told that I would staying at the home of Luca and Mirene Romoli 
and would only be staying in a hotel on the Sunday night as they had to be in work 
early on the Monday. This came as an unexpected but pleasant surprise. After 
lunch with Andrea in Pisa we drove to meet Luca, Mirene and their son Leonidas 
at his home in the nearby town of Cascina. Again, I received a genuinely warm 
welcome. During the afternoon he took me to his Dojo and gave me a guided tour. 
He had only recently moved to this premises and it was very impressive with a 
permanently fitted tatami, mirrors on one wall for practising katas, a wall for storing 
kobudo weapons, and separate changing rooms with shower facilities. 



After a hearty breakfast the next day, I was taken by Luca, Mirene and Leonidas for a day visit to the nearby ancient 
walled town of Luca and given a guided tour. The weather had changed, and it was more like being back home, 
nevertheless the town was filled with old impressive buildings, squares and churches and antique fairs which were a 
visitors dream. That evening we met up with Andrea and his family at his home and together with Luca, Mirene and 
Leonida visited a local restaurant for a meal.  
Sunday, 18th November, was an early start as we had to drive to Pisa for the Seminar and be on the tatami at 10am. On 
arrival I met up with Andrea and Guido and numerous others I had met on previous seminars. The tatami was divided into 
three sections and after the introductions and formal rei I was allocated a group to instruct. The group was mixed senior 
students ranging from Red Kyu up to 5th Dan. Man mountain Manuel Beti offered to be my Uke and assisted me throughout 
the session. The students were enthusiastic and put their heart and soul into the moves. My second session was with a 
mixed group of junior students these also ranged from beginners to Junior Black Belts. My Uke was Daniele Cini who I 
had not met previously, but he was very good and instantly adapted to some of the humour I included for the younger 
students. After this session we broke for lunch for an hour and then resumed training. I was not scheduled to instruct in 
the afternoon, however, due to unforeseen problems Andrea asked if I would take a session on knife defences. I was 
happy to oblige and was assisted by Lorenzo Mancini as my Uke. Lorenzo speaks excellent English and was invaluable 
in explaining the moves, especially when my first defence was to run away which brought a mixture of responses from 
shock, confusion and laughter.  
At the conclusion of the seminar I said my goodbyes and transferred to my hotel. That evening I was met by Lorenzo, his 
mother, Daniele and his wife and taken for a meal in Pisa. We had abandoned the car and made our way on foot arriving 
at a German beer cellar where we spent an enjoyable evening. The following day, Monday, 19th, Lorenzo called at the 
hotel after breakfast and took me on a guided walk along the city walls and to the leaning tower and cathedral. Very 
impressive buildings well worth seeing. After lunch we met with Andrea and Manuel for a coffee and said our goodbyes. 
I can reflect on a weekend of genuine friendship. The hospitality was first class where nothing was too much trouble, and 
everyone made me feel welcome. However, I must single out Mirene, Luca and Leonidas for a special thank you as they 
opened their home to me and made me feel like one of their family. Kyoshi Russ Walsh 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

16/3/19  
 

It was a great privilege Dizaj Sports Centre 
organized friendship and corporations Tactical 
Self-Defence seminar in Qatar Police Sports 
Association, By Shihan Yavor Dyankov and 
Sensei Karim M. Dizaj. At the End of seminar 
participants trainers received an honoured 
certificate. Thank you so much to instructors 
Qatar police and Dr. Mohamed Ali Bahri for 
excellent training at Police Training Institute.  
WJJF Bulgaria 

 
 

16/3/19 NAMA International Grading, a day full of 

excitement for the National Academy of Martial 
representative for the World Ju Jitsu Federation UK in 
Carrara . There were Kyu-grade exams with change of belt 
for a part of the students practicing Ju jitsu, an integral part 
of NAMA. 120 adults and children from the red belt to the 
purple belt have demonstrated their preparation in learning 
the Ju-Jitsu method Soke Robert Clark. Not disappointing 
the expectations of Kyoshi Nicoli Guido and the Nama 
technical committee. Kyoshi Nicoli Guido thanks all the 
members of the commission team for the support not only 
for today but for the constant commitment to the 
dissemination of Ju-Jitsu. We thank the organizational 
components for the preparation of the diplomas and 
budopass. Thanks to the presence during the exams to 
Kyoshi Andrea Colombini, Pma professional Martial arts 
representative WJJF UK. Kyoshi Guido Nicoli from NAMA 
and delegate in Italy for the WJJF UK, also visited their 
club for verification of Soke Clarks Black and Dan grades . 
We thank him for the lesson and for the availability as well 
as for bringing us the affiliate Diploma of our gym at the 
World Ju Jitsu Federation. NAMA 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March 2019  
Retirement of my 

dear friend Sensei 

John Glimmerveen 

( Glimmo ) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Last Photo’s - Sensei 

Glimmerveen receives 

a  
commemorative plaque 

from Sensei 
Dameon Wilson  

( new Chief 

Instructor ) 
and Tom Westcott. 

( new owner of the dojo)

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

I met John in the 1980s when I joined WJJF Congleton. From then we became good friends 
both training and outside of Ju-jitsu we had another hobby in common; motorbikes. I rode a 
600cc road bike. ‘ Glimmo ‘ raced all sorts of bikes and used to take me out on the back of 
his bike around Congleton. He was like a man possessed, no wonder he did well racing 
them. We went to several race competitions together, so our families became well 
acquainted. Back to Ju-Jitsu; John attended our Congleton club twice a week for over 20 
years; passing his Black belt in the early 1990s. We trained together and regularly travelled 
to WJJF HQ in Liverpool. We mastered the Sticky Hands Kata which became our forte –
hence my nickname ‘Sticky‘. On 23/6/1996 Sensei Alan Campbell visited WJJF Congleton 
to grade 80 Junior and 30 Senior students and to present John with his Nidan certificate 
after several years of hard training both at the club and HQ in Liverpool. He was leaving us 
at the end of June 1996 to emigrate to America and open his own club. He continued to 
train with the help of his son Paul and skyping with members of WJJF HQ completing his 
Sandan in early 2011 & Yondan in 2013. His club known as The Ju-Jitsu Centre went from 
strength to strength. When asking Glimmo what is was like to run a club in the USA he told 
me ‘Starting with junior classes, the first thing I noticed over here was how polite the kids 
are and called me “sir”. Everyone here wants to be a black belt one day, and most are very 
competitive, always pushing themselves hard to perfect their techniques. We also get a lot 
of military personnel come through the clubs, including Special Forces, rangers and 
marines, they are very serious and not up for anything that isn’t hard and fast. Students 
typically get two classes a week, with the occasional open mat thrown in on a Saturday 
morning. The display team have done many demo’s at 3rdInfantry Division, the third largest 
Army base in the US with over 20,000 active military personnel. A special event took place 
in 2017 when one of his students Dameon Wilson became the first ever student to do his 
Black Belt Grading via skype with members of WJJF HQ back here in Britain. John travelled 
to Liverpool in 2016 to help celebrate 40 years of the WJJF at their Kinenbi Seminar. We 
had the chance to teach together and as with the other instructors enjoyed passing our 
knowledge on to the hundreds of students there to commemorate the occasion. We then 

set a pact; we would now train hard over the next year towards our 5th Dan and take it 

together the following March. We practised together via skype and managed to re-learn all 
of the katas needed to pass our Grading at HQ in 2017. Fast forward to 2019 and after 
some 40 years, on two continents, he has recently retired from the world of Ju-Jitsu having 
sold the business to American martial artist Tom Westcott. Sensei Dameon (a retired US 
Army Scout who served in Iraq on three tours) has been promoted to Chief instructor 
covering the Ju -Jitsu classes. I asked him if he had any final thoughts and this was his 
reply: ‘’ Well sticky, that’s it, I am officially retired It's been a long hard road, my old friend, 
but mostly fun. It has been my pleasure to train in the style of Ju-Jitsu as perfected by Soke 
Robert Clark. I have very fond memories of training in the UK, in Congleton, and of course 
at the HQ in Liverpool under Soke Clark, Sensei Campbell, and Sensei John Steadman. I 
decide to retire as I felt it was time to let the younger generation take the reins. Finally, I 
would like to thank everyone for helping me build the club, and the WJJF presence here in 
the US. So, a big thanks to: Kancho Hart & Sensei Truby. Signing off, I want to thank you 
for helping me establish the WJJF in the USA--Soke would have been very proud of you. 
But now it is time for the younger generation to push the WJJF further into America. Thank 
you for everything, you are a friend and great martial artist. All the best:Shihan John 
Glimmerveen  
 
Well what can I say I, along with Kancho Hart and many members of the WJJF would like 
to wish you all the best in your retirement Glimmo. Thank You for taking the official WJJF 

to USA. You have always been dedicated to whatever you have done both motorbikes and 
Ju-Jitsu and I would personally like to Thank You for being a great training partner and 

friend. Good Luck for the future. Please keep in touch and when you visit the UK you are 
most welcome to come along to the club to do our Sticky Hands Kata .Sensei Deb Forster-
Sharples -WJJF Audley , Blurton & Congleton 



National News 
 

Nov 2018   
Sensei Brett Lemon continues 
to promote weaponry in his club 
with a Nunchaku course in Nov 
2018 and Bokken Course in Feb 
2019 . He is also due to do a 
Fundraiser for one of his 
students on 1st June 2019 . See 
his facebook page for more 
details 

 

4/11/18  
 

Established for over 30 years Karma Ju-Jitsu club recently celebrated their move to new premises. Having both 
trained and obtained black belt status, my wife and I took over the club in 1997 and have been running it ever 
since. We are a family run club with both my son and daughter still helping and training at the club. We moved 
premises last November with the first Gradings taking place at the new dojo a short time later, the official opening 
was made by Kancho Robert Hart who presented a certificate of congratulations on behalf of the board of directors, 
alongside him that day, completing the grades where the grading instructors Hanshi Mike Rowan, and Sensei 
David Powsney. We are proud of our new dojo and look forward to complementing our training under the World 
Ju-Jitsu federations guidance, knowing we are part of one of the largest professional organisations in the UK.  
Shihan Mike Widdall  

 

 

New  
  Karma  

    Dojo  
 Nov  
 2018  

 
 

 

8/3/19  
 

Hull Ju-Jitsu club completed a Throw-a-Thon for 24 hours to raise 
money for Vulcan Learning Centre, a local charity. Coaches Neil 
Gordon and Helen Horrobin passed on this statement, ‘as a 
martial arts club, it makes sense for us to support such great 
initiatives! WE DID IT AGAIN! Third 24hour Ju-Jitsu marathon 
completed, we are so proud and very tired. The donation link is 
still up on Facebook, please go donate whatever you can, we 
worked through the cold, rain and tiredness just for charity. All 
proceeds go to helping a wonderful project give young people a 
better chance at a good life. Massive thanks to all Hull University 
Ju-Jitsu members and LINKS for watching over us .’WJJF Hull 
University  

 
 
 

9/3/19  
 

A surprise visitor had been invited to teach a seminar at our very own 
Headquarters in Liverpool. Steven Black has been training for 30 years and 
is the Founder and Chief Instructor of Shinsei Ju Jitsu Association in 

Bangor. He passed his 6th Dan in 2015 and has been running Bangor Ju-
Jitsu club since 1991 originally set up by Sensei Mark Noble. 
“It was a great day indeed and no one more surprised than me, thank you 

everyone for the surprise and organising of it all”. Steven Black 

“Magic back to your roots” Sensei Mark Noble 



WJJF Sensei Carl Turfrey  
Teaching Ju-Jitsu at Merit Pupil Referral Unit, Stoke-On-Trent 
 

Merit PRU is a Pupil Referral Unit: i.e. ‘it delivers Stoke’s educational provision for children with medical and mental 
health needs…The above extract from the school’s own website statement illustrates why these pupils are not the 
run-of-the-mill secondary-age kids; they bring a whole range of reasons why they cannot currently attend mainstream 
school . The National Curriculum states that physical education must take place, and whilst it recommends a two-hour 
minimum at Secondary Level, Merit PRU have limited timetable and resources, so manage just one hour per week. 
Whilst there are obvious positive physical benefits from exercise; the positive link between mental health and exercise 
has long been established. So, when I was given the duties of ‘Can you teach some P.E.’ to pupils of both sexes, 
aged 7yrs – 11yrs (often mixed), I only really had one area of expertise, so with a few purchased mats, a couple of 
manky pads, and a room the size of the Fazakerley HQ coffee area I set up.  
It had to be a low-key approach: no Gi, relaxed syllabus, no formalities (bowing, Sensei, etc.) and I have adjusted the 
syllabus accordingly, though being ‘secondary age’ pupils I could introduce reaction training as a skill and increase 
the warm-up to compensate. Whilst breakfalls could be introduced and accessed for all, some really did balk at the 
rolls and rolling breakfalls. Some pupils found this a very scary prospect, so the rolls were eventually removed after I 
had done as much coaxing as humanly possible. I added in the roundhouse kick and made sure they could all perform 
at least three of each strangle to compensate, given their advanced age. Alongside the syllabus work are the basics: 
a stance for balance and protection; good habits when punching and kicking – working on posture and stability; control, 
style and co-ordination as well as all types of fitness are covered too. Our school is meant to be a short-term stay 
placement, a steppingstone back to mainstream if you will. The average stay for a pupil is around two terms, so again 
introducing Ju-Jitsu in this relaxed way helps make it easily accessible for most (if not all) whilst also allowing for the 
constant arrival/departure of pupils. This low-key approach was a way of getting pupils interested and participating in 
sport and I took the decision not to grade them as such. I observe them, write a critique and certify them as having 
accessed White Belt, as opposed to passing a Kyu Grade). This reduces the stress on these children too, which is 
something they tend to cope very poorly. The general approach is one of relax and enjoy. The results have been very 
positive indeed. For the most part the children enjoy the lessons, with some elements proving greater in popularity 
and we generally achieve full take-up of places in the sessions, compared to Secondary Schools. They ALL absolutely 
love the pad-work; both kicking and punching which allows them to burn-off energy or reduce a bad mood – The 
children use this activity for stress reduction particularly after counselling sessions. The obvious immediate and 
personal benefits from exercise are well-documented and I have witnessed all the following: Improved confidence; co-
ordination; balance; technical execution; stretching; cardio; mood level/stress reduction; mobility; and best of all – they 
are HAPPY, which is fantastic, as these pupils enter the unit with of a multitude of problems…they can be scared, 
worried; concerned; troubled; upset; distressed; inhibited; shy; unfit to access regular school and often find social 
interaction difficult. In fact, such is the positive atmosphere that emanates from these sessions that no visitor is spared 
a viewing. The Head and the Governing Body are thrilled with the impact WJJF is having on the children. Carl Turfrey 
(Godan) 
 

Gradings 
 

We wanted to take the chance to highlight the amazing work of all our students and instructors over the past year. 
2018/9 has been a fantastic year for the WJJF with a host of events, personal achievements and grading success . 
We would like to thank the Technical Officers who give up their own time to travel to other clubs and examine students 
during their club gradings. All students work extremely hard and the performance in the gradings reflected this. So 

well done to all those whose passed their Kyu-grades this year. Please see our website and Facebook page for more 
details . 
 

 

Twice a year students 
have the opportunity to  
Grade at our 

Headquarters in 
Liverpool for Black belt  
And above. The gradings 
are challenging and 
many years of hard work 
and commitment are 
required. Gradings are 
always done at HQ under 
the watchful eye of our 
dedicated Technical 
Officers and committed 
Instructors.

 

 

Black Belt , Gold Tab and 

Dan Gradings 16/3/19 



Coaching  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Congratulations to the above Senior Instructors on renewing their respective coaching awards with the WJJF for the 

next 2 years and all the Juniors on becoming Assistant Junior Leaders and a Junior Instructor . 
 

 
Promotions 
  

Simon Jones has participated in many martial arts since 1974. He has graded to 
Wadoryu purple belt, Tegatani Kempo Ju-Jitsu Nidan in 1987 , BJJA Yondan in 
1998, Nippon-Dai Budo-Kai Schichidan in 2016 and WJJF Schichidan in 2018. He 
is also an Amateur Boxing Association coach after starting Kickboxing in 1994. He 
started a kickboxing syllabus under Soke Clark developing many competitions on 
the mat and in the ring with members of the WJJF. He is 3 rd Kyu in Kendo, Blue 
Belt 4 stripes in Judo and also manages to find time to practise Iajutsu as well. He 
was awarded Shihan status in Nippon-Dai Budo-Kai in 2006 and recently 

recognised to this level in the WJJF .  
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Merchandise 
 

New hoodies     £30 adults £25 kids 
T-shirts         £12 adults £10 kids  

                   Baseball caps   £10 
Order via club sensei or email info.wjjf@gmail.com 

*prices don’t include p&p 

 

Congratulations to Sensei Alan 
Johnson from Sheffield  Promoted 
to Technical Officer 
March 2019 



 

 
 

 
 
Future Events 
 
1/6/2019   WJJF Norwich Fund Raiser 
29/6/2019 - 6/7/19 Black Sea Bulgaria Seminar 
20/9/2019 - 23/9/19 Poland 
5/10/19   International & National Black Belt Day 
6/10/19   Junior Coaching Course 
18/10/19 – 21/10/19 Greece 
25/10/19 – 28/10/19 Azerbaijan 
 
29th 30th & 31st May 2020 “ Save the Date” 
 
Not to missed Seminar and Dinner Dance 
 
(ISSHO NI) International Seminar UK. Venue to be announced shortly with “special guests” 
 
Email info.wjjf@gmail.com for your information pack 

In 2019 we aim to produce more multi-media content across all platforms providing advice, guidance and 
support for everyone 
 
You can find out more details and photos of the above articles on our website www.wjjf.co.uk, facebook , twitter 

and Instagram . 
 
If you would like to be featured in our next Newsletter, please send your news to dfs.wjjf@gmail.com . 

mailto:info.wjjf@gmail.com
http://www.wjjf.uk/
mailto:dfs.wjjf@gamil.com

